
 

 

 

February 26, 2021 

 

Dear Families, 

 

Re: Bethel Park School District is asking families to make a learning pathway commitment 

 

As you know, Bethel Park School District recently began repopulating its buildings with students for 

four days per week of in-person instruction with the goal of ultimately returning to five-days per week 

instruction. That plan, which began on Feb. 10, in our elementary schools, will culminate on March 8, 

with the full return of our high school students.   

 

As part of our commitment to our students’ quality education, families were recently asked to choose a 

learning pathway of either being fully remote or attending school in-person four days per-week. 

Continuity of education is extremely important, so students do not have the option of attending 

school one day and staying home the next, unless they have a medical justification for doing so and 

are approved by their building principal.  If anyone in your household is demonstrating symptoms 

consistent with COVID-19, or if you have questions regarding the District’s pandemic procedures, 

please email us at covidquestions@bphawks.org.    

 

At the end of the nine-week marking period, if your student decides he or she would rather pursue the 

other educational pathway, we will work with your family to accommodate your child’s needs.   

 

One area of continued concern is attendance for students in the in-person learning track as well as those 

who choose to learn online. To help address that issue, students who are learning remotely are 

expected to remain on camera and participate in classroom discussions. This ensures the smooth 

operation of the classroom and fosters student engagement. Students who fail to adhere to those 

expectations will be considered absent.  

 

If your child is having technical difficulties during remote learning, they are to immediately report those 

issues to their building’s dedicated computer paraprofessionals. Remote learning students who are 

considered chronically absent will be treated like in-person instruction students with truancy concerns.  

Also, if there is an extenuating circumstance that precludes your child from keeping his or her camera on 

during class, please contact your child’s building principal to discuss your unique situation. 

 

Also, if your child is enrolled in the in-person learning track but is demonstrating COVID-19 symptoms, 

of course we want him or her to stay home and work remotely until their symptom have resolved, with 

their principal’s permission. Similarly, if your child is quarantining, he or she is expected to complete 

their schoolwork from home. We remain committed to providing the children of this community with an 

outstanding education and we understand that to achieve that, we must do everything we can to limit 

community spread of COVID-19. That starts with our families making intelligent, responsible decisions 

for their children and by extension, the entire Bethel Park community. 
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If your child is not in school, please be sure to work through your principal’s office.  

 

Fortunately, Bethel Park School District has experienced relatively few cases of COVID-19 spread 

within our schools and we believe that is due in no small part to the diligence of our students and their 

families. We wanted to take a moment to acknowledge your efforts and encourage you to keep them up 

as we transition to four days per week in-person instruction.    

 

We look forward to seeing your children in school. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph C. Dimperio, Ph.D.al 

Acting Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


